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ANALYSIS ON THE CLIMATIC CHARACTERISTICS OF
TEMPERATURE VARIATION IN TIBET DURING
THE PAST FORTY YEARS

Du Jun Zhou Shunwu Tang Shuyi

(X izang Meteorological Observatory, Lhasa 850000)

Abstract

Using the mean annual temperature data from 1952 to 1995, the climatic
characteristics, interdecadal variation, climate accident, oscillation period, abnormal
warm and cold variation trend are analyzed. The results show that there exist three
warm periods and tw o cold periods for annual and seasonal tem perature, 1960"s was the
coldest decade, the temperature decreasing was most obvious in autumn, and the
tem perature was higher during the period of mid and last 1980"s and 1990's. The
periods of 22-year, ll-year and 3 or 4-year variation were significant. Climate
catastrophes occurred in the early 1960"s and 1980's. There were m ore anom alous cold
years in 1960’s and 1970’s, whereas anomalous warm years in 1980"s. In 1990/s, the
mean annual tem perature of m ost years was anom alous. In addition, the linear trend of
the warm ing for mean annual temperature over Tibet during the last forty years
indicated an increase of 0. 065C /10a and the greatest warm ing trend occurred in the

spring and autum n of the last 10 years.

Key words: Tem perature variation Climate accident Temperature anomaly Oscilla-

tion period





